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Patriarch Kirill 
signed a petition 
against abortion 
 
MOSCOW,  RIA Novosti.  

Patriarch Kirill signed a petition calling to 
ban abortions in Russia. His position was 
supported by the Supreme mufti of the 
country. 

Their signatures under 
the petition in addition 
to the Patriarch has 
already supplied more 
than 300 thousand 
people. 

The call to ban abortion 
Appeal, the text of which was agreed with 
the Patriarchal Commission on family 
matters, protection of motherhood and 
childhood, encourages, in particular, to 
recognize that the conceived child, the 
status of human beings, life, health and 
well-being which should be protected by 
law. 

The document also proposed to ban 
surgical and medical abortion, 
contraceptives with abortive effects, assisted 
reproductive technologies, integral to which 
is the “humiliation of human dignity and 
the murder of children in the initial stages 
of embryonic development.” 

The authors also expressed the idea to 
provide financial assistance from the 
Federal budget to pregnant women and 
families with children in the amount not 
less than the subsistence minimum. 

Treated with understanding 
The position of the Patriarch was 
supported by the Supreme mufti of Russia 
Talgat Tadzhuddin. 

On the question of 
whether he is ready to 
sign such an appeal, the 
mufti replied: “Yes, 
without a doubt. This is 
godly.” 

While the Tadjuddin said that in Islam it is 
allowed abortion only “for medical 
reasons” if there is a threat to life, health of 
women, in all other cases, he said, “about 
the murder of the child.” 

With understanding the decision of Cyril 
reacted and in the Catholic Church. 

“The Catholic Church does not support 
abortion. Moreover, a woman who 
committed abortion and all who took 
direct part in this and took it physical or 
moral pressure will automatically fall under 
the excommunication of the so-called ex 
communication”, told RIA Novosti 
Secretary General of the Conference of 
Catholic bishops of Russia, priest Igor 
Kovalevsky. 

 

The priest added that 
“Russia is currently one 
of the countries where 
the abortion laws are 
very liberal.” 

The goal is to raise a million 
Collecting signatures for a petition doing 
the all-Russian public movement “For life” 
and the “Orthodox volunteers.” 

After signing the document, the head of the 
Russian Church thanked the participants 
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for their work and blessed them, told in the 
Patriarchal press service. 

“Activists of the movement “For life” 
raised more than 300 thousand signatures. 
About 200 thousand signatures are handled 
in the regions. The goal is to change public 
opinion, and when it will be collected one 
million signatures to send to the 
presidential Administration”,  wrote on his 
page in Facebook the head of the 
movement “For life” Sergey Chesnokov. 

The response to the 
appeal 

Among the defenders 
reaction to the decision 
of the Patriarch has been 
mixed. 

Thus, the Chairman of the Public chamber 
Commission on the support of family, 
children and motherhood Diana Gurtskaya 
supported Cyril. 

“I think this is a very 
progressive step and I 
am sure that eventually 
mankind will come to 
this at different periods 
resulted in the need for 
the equality of women 

or the guarantees of the rights of people of 
different races and nationalities,” said 
Gurtskaya RIA Novosti. 

Gurtskaya also suggested for women 
planning an abortion to give birth and to 
give the children to her. 

The member of the OP stressed that 
society must do everything to ensure that 
“women have children and not abortion”. 

At the same time the adviser of the 
Plenipotentiary representative of the 

Federation Council for cooperation with 
commissioners for human rights and child 
Boris Lordkipanidze believes that the 
Church must engage the souls of men, not 
laws. 

According to him, it 
would be better if 
women refused 
abortions “as a result of 
prohibition, as a result 
of the work of the 
Church.” Lordkipanidze 

added that the Church should spare no 
efforts in shaping the personality since 
childhood that the woman understood 
what motherhood that the woman 
understood what chastity”. 

Benefits for mothers, equal to the 
minimum, he called “populist” idea taking 
into account the economic situation of the 
country. 

A ban on abortion in modern conditions 
will lead to an increase in the number of 
clandestine abortions in Russia, considers 
the head of Committee on Affairs of public 
associations and religious organisations the 
state Duma of the VI convocation Yaroslav 
Nilov. 

He noted that in this 
situation women who 
want an abortion will 
travel to neighboring 
States and the use of 
these medicines 
purchased illegally for 

abortion. 

 


